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LACAC Heritage Whitby and the Town are excited to 

celebrate the 1st anniversary of the Brooklin Heritage 
Conservation District this September.   

The Heritage Conservation District designation helps 
ensure preservation of heritage architecture and 
historical charm. By preserving Brooklin's heritage, new 
development is able to emulate that historical character 
and charm which makes Brooklin such a unique and 
inviting destination.    

Any property owner or public agency intending to 
make changes within the District must now have regard 
for the policies and guidelines within the Heritage 
Conservation District Plan and should consult with the 
Town of Whitby Planning Department prior to doing any 
work.  Since the district has been in place, numerous 
heritage improvements are underway including: 

·  4 Cassels Road West – new exterior finish, new 
heritage signage and landscaping 

·  38 Baldwin Street – proposed new addition, patio 
area, signage 

·  75 Baldwin Street – painting of trim, doors and 
shutters in heritage colours 

LACAC Heritage Whitby has worked with property 
owners to ensure that their needs are met but that the 
proposed changes are in keeping with the heritage 
district guidelines and are sympathetic to the current 
character and feel of the area.  
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His father was a 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
bishop who came to Canada 
from County Waterford, 
Ireland.  In 1854, Nelson was 
named the Sheriff of the 
newly formed Ontario County 
and relocated to Whitby from 
his home in Belleville, 
Ontario. 

The Elizabethan style 
castle was built with turreted 
towers as well as secret 
chambers.  The grand 
staircase at the end of the 
main hall was made of 
carved oak with a 
spectacular stained glass 
window at its head.  The 
castle cost $70,000 to build 
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at a time when a ‘substantial 
house’ cost $2,000.  It was 
described by newspapers of 
the time “as the largest 
private detached mansion on 
the North American 
continent”. 

Nelson Reynolds was 
married twice.  He had 12 
children by his first wife 
Hannah Mary Eyre who died 
in 1850.  In 1852, he married 
Frances Eliza Armstrong of 
Whitby and they also had 12 
children.  The corner stone of 
the castle was laid in 1859 by 
their 6 year old son George 
Nelson Armstrong Reynolds.   

The family lived at 
Trafalgar Castle until 1874.  

On October 6, 1869, Sheriff 
Reynolds entertained Prince 
Arthur (Queen Victoria’s third 
son), Prime Minister Sir John 
A. Macdonald, Ontario 
Premier Sir John Sandfield 
Macdonald and other 
dignitaries at a luncheon 
following the sod turning 
ceremony for the Port Whitby 
and Port Perry Railway. 

Trafalgar Castle was sold 
to the Methodist Church of 
Canada in 1874 for $35,000.  
On September 3rd, 1874 it 
officially became the Ontario 
Ladies’ College.  Additions to 
the castle were made in 
1877, 1895, 1911-13, 1956 
and 1983.  

In 1979, the castle 
became Trafalgar Castle 
School. Much of the original 
architecture and interior 
features of the castle are still 
visible including the grand 
staircase and stained glass 
window. Today, it remains an 
independent girls’ school for 
Grades 6 to12. 
 

A message from your LACAC Heritage Whitby/Whitby LACAC Members: 
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The members of the 

LACAC Heritage Whitby 
Committee are a group of 
volunteers who are appointed 
to LACAC Heritage Whitby by 
the Whitby Town Council.. 

As a Municipal Heritage 
Committee, we advise Town 
Council on matters relating to 
Parts IV and V of the Ontario 
Heritage Act 2005, and on 
such other matters relating to 
legal designation and 
conservation of property of 
cultural heritage value or 
interest.  

Members of LACAC 
Heritage Whitby are interested 
in hearing any questions or 
concerns you may have 
regarding heritage buildings in 
the Whitby area. Please feel 
free to contact a member of 
LACAC Heritage Whitby 
through the Town of Whitby’s 
Planning Department at 905-
430-4306 or email: 
chrusc@whitby.ca. 

 
2009 Committee Members : 
Robert Ashby 
Christy Chrus, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Margaret Clayton, Chair 
John Ecker, Vice Chair 
Rita Edgell 
Caitlin Graup, LACAC Student 
Steve Gusterson 
Larry Jeffreys 
Jean Pierre Leguerrier 
Thomas Marshall-Nicol 
Maria McDonnell, Manager 
Downtown Development 
Rick McDonnell 
Pam McPherson 
Councillor Sue Pitchforth 
Brian Winter, Whitby Archivist 
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Historical information in 
the newsletter is 

provided by 
Brian Winter, 

Town Archivist, from 
the Whitby Archives 

405 Dundas Street West 
905-668-6531 ext. 2022 

bwinter@ 
whitbylibrary.on.ca 
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By Margaret Clayton 

In 1859, the original St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
opened for service on Byron 
Street South to the “auld kirk” or 
Church of Scotland members in 
Whitby.  

The church, built in the Gothic 
style, was the grandest and most 
ornate church in Whitby at the 
time, and in any town of a similar 
size (3,500 population) in 1850s 
Upper Canada.  A young 
American lady visiting Whitby in 
the summer of 1859 described 
the church as “The Scotch Kirk, a 
new gothic edifice, the walls of 
red brick, with splendid and 
elaborately cut stone entrance.  
This latter is said to be the purest 
and most chaste piece of gothic 
architecture in America”.   

The site for the church was 
purchased by William Laing who 
also paid half the cost of the 
$12,000 to build it.  William Laing 
was a Whitby grain merchant who 
came to Canada from Scotland in 
1841.  Inverlynn, at the corner of 
Raglan and Gifford Streets, was 
built for his family home in 1860.  
His wife was a member of the 
church, but he was not a 
member. 

The architect was Amos W. 

Cron, a Whitby resident who 
also came from Scotland. 
Several of the contractor’s who 
worked on the church were from 
Whitby, including Thomas 
Deverell, Roderick Ross and 
Peter Edgar. The church had a 
full basement which was unique 
for a church in Whitby at the 
time. 

There were three branches of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada in the 1800s which 
joined together in 1875 to form 
the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada. The Whitby Church of 
Scotland congregation was 
founded by Rev. James Lambie 
in 1841. There was also the 
Canada Church, known as the 
Whitby Congregation of the 
Secession Church, founded in 
1833 by Rev. Dr. Robert 
Thornton which prior to joining 
St. Andrew’s held its services at 
Union Cemetery in Oshawa. 
And the congregation of the 
Whitby Free Church founded in 
the 1850s also joined with St. 
Andrew’s. 

In 1925 many of the 
Presbyterian churches joined 
with the Methodist Church to 
form the United Church of 

Canada.  Half of the 
congregation of St. Andrew’s 
chose to join the new church 
and moved to St. Mark’s United 
Church, formerly the Methodist 
Church, on Colborne Street 
West.  The rest of the 
congregation remained at St. 
Andrew’s. 

The church served the 
Presbyterian congregation until 
1968 when the congregation 
outgrew the church and moved 
to the new St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church on 
Cochrane St.  The St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian congregation 
celebrated its 175th Anniversary 
in 2008 and is the oldest 
continuous church congregation 
in Whitby. 

The Byron Street South St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
building was sold to the 
Trustees of the Bible Church in 
February 1968.  Since then, it 
has served as the church for 
several different church 
congregations.  For the last 
several years, it has served as 
Whitby’s Serbian Orthodox 
Church. 

The original St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church on Byron 
Street South is a designated 
building under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act.   
 
 

1st Anniversary of the Brooklin Heritage Conservation District , 
Continued from Page 1 

!��	����
		 �

If you have any questions or need assistance with regard to your 
property located within Brooklin’s Heritage Conservation District, 
please contact: 

Christy Chrus - Town of Whitby Planning Department 
Phone: 905-430-4306 Ext. 2317 
Email: chrusc@whitby.ca  

�

One of the finest granite 
fieldstone houses in Whitby 
once stood on Lot 21, Broken 
Front Concession, on the shore 
of Lake Ontario, on the west 
side of Thickson Road. 

This house was built as the 
result of the will of William Smith 
(1796-1859) who settled on lot 
21 in 1831. In his will, dated July 
5, 1859, Mr. Smith stipulated 
that his three sons, Charles, 
Thomas and John, build a house 
to replace the old frame dwelling 
built in 1831. Thomas and John 
were to pay equal portions of the 
cost and Charles, who lived in 
Darlington Township was to pay 
35 pounds ($175) toward the 
cost.  

The stone house, perhaps 
built by William Pearson, a 
stonemason from Ashburn, was 
built about 1861 and became 
the home of Thomas Henry 
Smith (1836-1911). John Smith 
lived in a brick house north of 
his brother. 

Thomas Smith farmed 85 
acres which he called Lake View 
Farm. He was wealthy enough 
to have his home pictured in the 
Historical Atlas of Ontario 
County, published in 1877. In 
1903 he sold the farm to James 
Corbett who may have been 
related to the family which 
settled Corbett’s (now 
Thickson’s) Point, across the 
road from Lake View Farm.  

In 1908, James Corbett sold 
the farm to Thomas R. Bonnetta 
(1872-1946) who farmed the 
property until 1938. Mrs. 
Bonnetta studied at the Ontario 
Ladies’ College (now Trafalgar 
Castle School) in Whitby and 
took art courses in New York 
City.  

In 1938, the farm was sold to 

William Hanna (1885-1961), 
who called the farm Shore 
Acres. His son, Gordon Hanna, 
was a Councillor in Whitby 
Township in 1965-66 and Reeve 
in 1967. He was the first reeve 
of the amalgamated Town of 
Whitby in 1968-69 and President 
of the Whitby Chamber of 
Commerce in 1977-78. 

In 1974, the Hannas sold the 
farm to a development company 
which rented the house until the 
property could be used for 

industrial land. About 1986, Len 
Cullen (1925-2006) acquired the 
house and dismantled it, stone 
by stone, to rebuild it as part of 
his “Prettiest Street in Ontario” 
at Cullen Gardens. Mr. Cullen 
never did reconstruct the house 
and the whereabouts of its 
stones are unknown today. Thus 
Whitby lost one of its finest 
fieldstone houses as 
development encroached on its 
beautiful lakefront site.  
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150 years ago, construction started on Whitby’s Trafalgar 

Castle, and continued through to 1862.  Nelson Gilbert Reynolds 
(1814-1881), the Sheriff of Ontario County built the Castle for his 
family residence.  He had studied castles while on a visit to 
England in 1857, and with the assistance of Toronto architect 
Joseph Sheard, designed the castle. The general contractor was 
Amos W. Cron a Whitby architect.  It was called Trafalgar Castle 
after Lord Nelson’s victory over Napoleon at the Battle of 
Trafalgar in 1805. 

Nelson G. Reynolds was born at Kingston, Upper Canada on 
January 23rd, 1814, and was named after Lord Horatio Nelson. He 
earned the nickname “Iron Reynolds” because of his physical 
endurance.  �
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